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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 09091 280656Z 
ACTION ITC-01 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO DODE-OO EB-08 NSAE-00 USIA-15 
TRSE-00 SOE-02 DOE- 15 CIAE-00 COME-OO EUR- 12 /066 W 

009923 280718Z/16 

P 280247Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2251 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 9091 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, TH 

SUB J : UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION (USITC) REQUEST 
FOR DATA ON WATCHES 

REF: A) STATE 018602 B) 77 BANGKOK 2497 

1 . MOST OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFTEL B REMAINS UNCHANGED. 

2. THAILAND IMPORTED 39,812 WATCHES WITH C.I.F. VALUE OF $397,738 
IN 1976 AS COMPARED TO 30,700 WATCHES WORTH $289,883 CIF IN 1975. 

JAPAN, SWITZERLAND AND HONG KONG WERE THE MAIN SOURCES OF SUPPLY. 
THAILAND ALSO IMPORTED 6,737 SETS OF WATCH MOVEMENTS WITH CIF 
VALUE OF $21,91 1 IN 1976 AS COMPARED TO 21,567 SETS WORTH 

$83,196 CIF IN 1975. 

3. IN 1975 THAILAND EXPORTED 12,319 WATCHES WITH FOB VALUE OF 
$59,317. IN 1976 ONLY 9,801 WATCHES WORTH $53,418 WERE EXPORTED. 

4. ONLY ONE FIRM. S AMY OD WATCH CO. LTD., ASSEMBLES CONVENTIONAL 
WATCHES AT A MONTHLY CAPACITY OF 750 WATCHES. MINERVA INDUSTRIES 
(THAILAND) LTD. IS THE ONLY FIRM THAT ASSEMBLES DIGITAL AND MODULE 
WATCHES, AT A MONTHLY CAPACITY OF 100,000 WATCHES, WITH ALL 
FINISHED PRODUCTS FOR EXPORT. ALL WATCH MOVING PARTS ARE IMPORTED. 

5. SOLID-STATE WATCH MODULE CIRCUITS ARE NOT PRODUCED HERE. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 09091 280656Z 


6. THERE ARE SIX LOCAL FIRMS THAT PRODUCE WATCH CASES, DIALS, 
BRACELACE CHAINS AND BANDS. THREE OF THESE FIRMS HAVE JUST 
BEEN ESTABLISHED IN 1978. 

7. COMMENT: NO EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT WITHIN THE NEXT FIVE 
YEARS THAILAND WILL BE ABLE TO PRODUCE WATCHES AND WATCH 
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MOVING PARTS INDEPENDENTLY. THE WATCH INDUSTRY REQUIRES HIGH 
TECHNOLOGY AND WORLDWIDE NEW TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES ARE MADE 
PRACTICALLY EVERY DAY. ONLY LABOR-INTENSIVE NON MOVEMENT PARTS 
CAN AND WILL BE PRODUCED HERE. 

WHITEHOUSE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE, DATA, INFORMATION EXCHANGE, WATCHES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BANGK009091 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 34-0062 
Format: TEL 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780320/aaaaaqqa.tel 

Line Count: 67 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 515d81bc-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ITC 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: 78 STATE 18602, 77 BANGKOK 2497 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3190809 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION (USITC) REQUEST FOR DATA ON WATCHES 
TAGS: ETRD, TH, USITC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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